
 
 
About Us 
 
Stanley Arts aims to be one of South London’s premiere arts and performance 
centres. We offer a platform for the brightest and best of South London’s artistic 
community, giving local creatives the opportunity to reach out to audiences from 
across the city and beyond. 
 
Our Vision 
 
We are a radically inclusive space that welcomes all audiences; and one that is 
particularly welcoming to communities that have previously been excluded from 
creative spaces. This means that we will seek to foreground the stories and work of 
both artists of colour and queer and LGBTQ+ communities. 

With the inherent challenges of a Grade II-listed building, we do not currently have 
full access to all our spaces for all disabled communities but, as we seek funding for 
capital improvements, expanding access across the site is at the forefront of our 
future development plans. 

We seek to give emerging artists across all art forms, and the creative technologies 
of the future, the opportunity to grow through innovation, collaboration and 
participation. 

Our Home  
 
The Stanley Halls complex was built to provide a range of venues for music, art, 
theatre and performance for the benefit of local residents. The buildings, completed 
in 1909, were designed and gifted to the local community by William Ford Robinson 
Stanley (1829-1909), a prominent local inventor, industrialist and philanthropist. 
William Stanley’s ambition for Stanley Halls was influenced by the Victorian ideal 
that music and art led to cultural, political and social enlightenment. 

You can read more about the history of the Stanley Halls complex on our website at 
www.stanleyarts.org/our-history. 

 



Our Neighbourhood 
 
Our neighbourhood is very ethnically diverse, with around 60% of people with West 
Indian and West African heritage, as well as a significant Polish community. One in 
three people were born outside the UK. Our population is predominantly young, 
with above average numbers of young families and teens.  
 
Our Board of Trustees 
 
The start of 2021 saw the trustees launch a new identity for the part of the complex 
that has come to be known now as Stanley Halls, rebranding as Stanley Arts – a 
name that honours the past, whilst looking forward to a brighter future. Stanley Arts 
seeks to forge a new identity for this part of Stanley Halls, separate from its most 
recent history as part of Stanley Tech, and one that clearly defines the future of this 
building as a South London home for community, arts, and culture for the next 120 
years at least. 

The rebranding can’t just be cosmetic. It requires us to create new ways of working, 
new ways of thinking and new ways of leading the organisation. This includes our 
Board of Trustees. 

The skills and experience which were needed when we took on the management of 
the building in 2015 have given way to others which have helped bring Stanley Arts 
to where it is today. We know though that further evolution is needed in line with 
our renewed vision.  
 
With two long-standing trustees planning to step down this year, and a desire to 
bring fresh eyes and experience to our board, we are seeking to up to five new 
trustees with skills and experience in one or more of the following areas: 
 

• Audience Development & Community Engagement 
• Capital Works/Project Management 
• Digital Media 
• Diverse Artist Development 
• Fundraising 
• Governance & Risk Management 
• Heritage preservation and restoration 
• Performing Arts Production (Dance, Music, Comedy, Theatre etc) 
• Venue Programming 

Our Board normally meets formally in the evening six times a year, while working 
groups meet on an as-needs basis. We would ideally like trustees to contribute the 
equivalent of at least one day a month to the organisation. 
 
Consistent with our vision, we would particularly welcome interest from people who 
will help our board have an ethnic diversity reflective of the community we serve 



and the artists whose work we present, as well as people from the LGBTQ+ 
community. 
 
If You Have Any Questions  
 
If you have any questions, or wish to have an informal and confidential discussion 
about becoming a trustee, please contact Cameron McLeod, Stanley Arts Chair on 
email - chair@stanleyarts.org   
 
How to apply 
 
Please send your CV and a brief introductory note to Cameron at 
chair@stanleyarts.org by 31 March, 2021.  


